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in Milton's seventeenth year.   Many others are assigned to
his eighteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first years respectively.
1. 3. Johnson writes, in his life of Cowley, e Among the
English poets, Cowley, Milton, and Pope might be said to
"lisp in numbers"; and have given such early proofs not
only of powers of language but of comprehension of things
as to more tardy minds seems scarcely credible.' Cowley's
first volume of poems was published in 1633, when he was
fifteen years old. Johnson a little over-estimates Cowley's
'vernal fertility* by erroneously representing this volume as
first published in Cowley's thirteenth year.
1. 24. In the life of Cowley, Johnson compares the Latin
compositions of Cowley and Milton, p. 18: 'At the same
time were produced, from the same university, the two great
poets, Cowley and Milton, of dissimilar genius, of opposite
principles ; but concurring in the cultivation of Latin poetry,
in which the English, till their works and May's poem ap-
peared, seemed unable to contest the palm with any other
of the lettered nations. If the Latin performances of Cowley
and Milton be compared (for May I hold to be superior to
both), the advantage seems to lie on the side of Cowley.
Milton is generally content to express the thoughts of the
ancients in their language; Cowley, without much loss of
purity or elegance, accommodates the diction of Rome to
his own conceptions,3 Walter Haddon (1516-1572) was
successively Professor of Civil Law at Cambridge, President
of Magdalen College, Oxford, and envoy from Queen
Elizabeth to the Netherlands. Roger Ascham (1515-1568),
author of *Toxophilus; and 'The Schoolmaster,' wrote
also a number of 'familiar letters' in Latin, which were
collected after his death. William Alabaster (1567-1640)
wrote about 1592 a Latin tragedy entitled 'Roxana/ which
was acted in the hall of Trinity College, Cambridge. It is
in form an imitation of the tragedies of Seneca. On the Latin
poems of Alabaster, May and Milton, v. Hallam, Literature of
Europe, iii. 277, ed. 1869.
1. 27. Some of these exercises are printed amongst Milton's
poems. See the poem headed ' At a Vacation Exercise in